[The umbilical cord blood lead concentration: a comparison between an urban and rural population (author's transl)].
The cord blood lead level was determined to 40 newborn infants. The values were significantly higher in the infants born to mothers resident in Vienna than in the infants born to the group of mothers from the rural surroundings of Eisenstadt. The overall mean blood level was 17.7+/-7.4 mug/100 g. Increasing pollution requires investigations concerning possible effects on the growing fetus and would serve as foundation for future trend assessment studies.